Chapter 2

God as
a Balanced Being

In this lesson, we will discuss God as a bal-
anced being. You must remember that although
God is loving, merciful, and faithful, at the same
time the Bible reveals Him as just, holy, and righ-
teous. This country has had so much of the “love
of God" that they think God is a Santa Claus sit-
ting up in heaven waiting to kiss somebody. This
country has had so much of “love” they can read
John 3:16 and never blush. America has been ex-
posed to so much love, preached by lovely people
who want people to love them so they can get
their money, that this country has forgotten that
God is just and that God is holy and that God is
righteous and that He will not tolerate sin, never
has tolerated sin, and never will tolerate sin. War
is God'’s judgment on sin here, and hell is God's
judgment on sin hereafter. God has never gone
out of business in His attitude toward sin nor will
He ever.

Many Christians today have a lopsided view
of God. Some overemphasize His love and forget
that He is just and holy at the same time. Now, it
is the love of God that allows God to forgive sin
and to show mercy to a repentant sinner, but it
is the holiness and justice of God that demands
that sin must be punished to the fullest extent of
the law. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin
isdeath.” We read that every transgression in the
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Old Testament received a “just recompense of re-
ward.”

We must get a balanced view of God. The
emotions that show up in man are small, de-
praved counterfeits, or counterparts, of the origi-
nal nature that is perfect and holy and righteous.
The liberal and the atheist. of course, have
trouble with this because they figure this way
(figuring from the depths of their depraved na-
tures): “Well, surely God is better than man, so if
man hates, God wouldn't hold a grudge against
anybody. God can't hate anybody.” They figure,
“Well, if man can forgive an enemy, then cer-
tainly, God can forgive a man anything." This, of
course, is a perverted view of the majesty of God.
Every attribute of man is magnified a thousand
times in the Lord. God, to be a balanced God, has
to have a balanced nature; God Almighty has to
be a perfect being. His jealousy has to be perfect.
His love has to be perfect. His righteousness has
to be perfect. If God were a human being, He
would be completely frustrated. God is not like
a human being. God is God and His holiness is
perfect. His righteousness is perfect. His justice
is perfect.

God will not acquit sin at all, or overlook the
sins of the sinner. They have to be paid for in
some way. We have Calvary as the manifestation
of God’'s willingness to pay for man’s crimes
which God does not forgive apart from substitu-
tionary atonement. The trouble, of course, comes
from trying to liken man to God and creating a
god after man's image, or creating a god after
man's fanciful pagan imagination. The God of the
Bible created man in His image and man fell.
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Therefore, man's emotions and feelings, his jeal-
ousy, his wrath, his righteousness, his justice,
man's laughter, his tears, his holiness, his good-
ness, his kindness, and his mercy are fallen coun-
terparts. They are minimized remnants of the
once great and holy character of man’s Creator—
God.

Although God became man in the flesh, God
in essence is a spirit, and therefore, He is a bal-
anced being, and all His attributes are perfect.
God is not a mere human being. If God were a
mere human being, you could deal with Him like
any other man. God is not a mere human being,
God is not a man. Numbers 23:19 says, “God is
not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of
man, that he should repent.” God is not a man, so
His wrath and His love work together in perfect
harmony, for one becomes a balance for the
other. For example, for a man to argue that hell
is impossible and that a loving God could not
send a helpless human being there for ever and
ever is an unbalanced view of God which comes
from a mental sickness on the sinner’s part. To
argue that hell is impossible on the grounds that
you don't want to believe it is nonsense. And if
you continue to reject the truth of it, after it has
been revealed, on the grounds that you don't be-
lieve or you can't “prove it,” that only proves that
you are mentally sick.

You have never seen the backside of Uranus.
What does that mean? You don't know what is
beyond the third heaven or the sea of glass. What
does that mean? There is no man who has seen
the inhabitants of the earth (that the Bible speaks
about) who are in the bottomless pit about four
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thousand miles straight under your feet. So what?
To argue that hell is impossible is a rather stupid
argument in view of the fact that many unsaved
men have a foretaste of hell before they get there
to such an extent that they even say “hell is just
in your mind.” To argue that hell is impossible is
ridiculous in view of the fact that Jesus Christ
stated it was a fact. As a matter of fact, in the Ser-
mon on the Mount, it was the Lord Jesus Christ
who first coined the expression “hell fire." People
who don't like “hell fire preaching” don't have
any business fooling with the Sermon on the
Mount. Yet, some of the wildest situations you
ever heard of occur in America where liberal so-
cialists are majoring in the "Sermon on the
Mount” and never talk about hell fire.

To argue that hell is impossible proves that
a sinner has an unbalanced view of God. To un-
derstand the horrors of hell and the blackout at
Calvary, we need to think about the holiness of
God and the severity of God: God’s wrath on sin.
How can any of you people talk about the love
of God and the love of Christ when you read in 2
Corinthians 5:21, “For he hath made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.” What do
you suppose is involved in God making Jesus
Christ to become the personification of sin?
Love? In plainer words, when we reject the doc-
trine of hell and the severity of God, we are un-
balanced—not the Lord. What do you suppose is
involved in this statement? “For Christ also hath
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,” 1
Peter 3:18. You call that love? What do you make
of this statement? “Christ hath redeemed us from
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the curse of the law, being made a curse for us,”
Galatians 3:13. Would you say that if God turned
you into a curse that that was a manifestation of
His Iove? No. To understand the horrors of hell
and eternal punishment you have to remember
that the God who reveals Himself in the word of
God is a holy God. He is not like the god who
reveals himself in TM—the great passive neuter
force. He is not like the god presented by the
graduates and the faculty members of the lead-
ing state universities in America—the great neu-
ter force field or the energy field of eternal evo-
lution.

The God of the Bible reveals Himself as holy
and He manifests a severe attitude against sin.
That is why many scientists prefer other reli-
gions. The holiness of God demands that we be
holy. The law of God pronounces eternal dam-
nation on the guilty sinner in accordance with
the justice of God. One of the great marvels of
our age is that God found a way of salvation that
satisfies both His holiness and His love. You read
about this in Romans 3. How can God be justand
at the same time justify all the sinners? The only
way God can be just and holy and justify the sin-
ner is to take the sinner's place. This solution sat-
isties the law and leaves man as a creature with
a free will who can choose either salvation or
damnation: heaven or hell.

God Is Holy
All right, first of all, God is holy. You can't
imagine a God who can be anything but perfect
and holy. If He is not perfectly holy, then He's
not God. To be holy, of course, means to be free
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from all defilement—to be pure. God is absolutely
pure. The Bible says in 1 John 1:5, “God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all.” Habakkuk 1:13
says. “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and canst not look on iniquity.” In Exodus 15:11,
we read, “Who is like unto thee, O Lorp. .. glori-
ous in holiness.” In 1 Samuel 2:2, “There is none
holy as the Lorp: for there is none beside thee.”
In Isaiah 6:3, the seraphims are crying, “Holy,
holy, holy, is the LorD of hosts.” Simon Peter says
in 1 Peter 1:16. “Because it is written, Be ye holy:
for Iam holy.” This holiness of God separates Him
from man.

Educated sinners, who like to think they are
all right, always reject the first three chapters in
Genesis. You will find the standard operating
procedure for faculty members of state schools
is to pretend that from Genesis 10 onward we are
dealing with history, but from Genesis 10 back-
ward we are dealing with mythology. Strange,
isn't it? Of course, they are forced to admit that
from Genesis 10 on is history because it is re-
corded history, and dead men tell tales, and the
stones and rocks cry out. See Luke 19:40. There is
evidence for the flood in history. There is evi-
dence of Ur and Lachish and Akkad, the Baby-
lonian cities in history. There is evidence of
Abraham's dwelling place in Ur of the Chaldees
and of the ziggurats in Babylonian history.
Therefore, the standard way of handling the Bible
by the unregenerate, fallen. depraved, Christ-re-
jecting, God-defying sinner is to pretend that ev-
erything from Genesis 10 on is history but from
Genesis 10 backward is mythology and legend.
Why? Because the first three chapters state that
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man is not going up: he is going down. The first
three chapters teach that Darwin was a bigger
monkey than he thought he was. The first three
chapters teach that you were made in the image
of God and that you are now descending to the
level of a beast. That is what we call “negativ-
ism.” I believe that one ounce of negativism is
worth a pound of positivism when it comes to
dealing with the truth. And these positive think-
ers, after all, are the most negative thinkers in the
world when you get right down to it.

The most intolerant, bigoted bunch of dog-
matic, narrow-minded hypocrites who ever lived
are scientists who profess to be broad-minded.
You throw that old King James Bible at them and
watch them clam up and have hysterics and strip
their gears and burn out their clutch plate and
burn the valves and throw pieces of carburetor
all over the highway. There is nobody in this
world more narrow-minded or more intolerant
than a religious liberal. Nobody! They are the
people who try to get Bible broadcasts off the ra-
dio. They are the people who try to shut down
the radio stations with blackmail by threatening
the FCC. They are the people who can't stand any
Bible truth contrary to their own liberal upbring-
ing. Well, in the Bible the holiness of God sepa-
rates him from fallen man, and man is a fallen
creature.

“Ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ,” Ephesians 2:13. The
only way that man can approach a holy God is
through shedding of blood, for “the life of the
flesh is in the blood,” and God is life, and God
gave life to man. There is not a heathen in the
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darkest parts of Africa or Asia who doesn’t know
that “without shedding of blood is no remission”
of sins (Heb. 9:22). You have to go to college to
unlearn that basic, universal truth. God is holy
in the Bible. The God of the Bible hates sin. His
holy wrath will punish sin. And this explains
I[saiah 53:10 where the Bible says. “Yet it pleased
the LorD to bruise him,” (Jesus Christ). Isaiah 53:5
says, “‘But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him: and with his
stripes we are healed.” God is holy. The God of
the Bible is not the god of Buddhism and Hindu-
ism. The God of the Bible is holy and does not
tolerate sin. The God of the Bible does not call
evil "good” and good “evil.” The God of the Bible
never speaks about “values clarification” and
‘relative situation ethics.” That is the work of the
Christ-rejecting, hell-bound, fallen, Adamic na-
ture as it seeks to set up its own standards to re-
place God's standards because God's standards
are too high. God is holy. You say, “Well, how in
the world can I become holy like God?" You can
not apart from a sinless Saviour who died in your
place. (Like they say out in the world, "No way,
man, no way.")

God Is Love

All right, secondly, God is love. We read in 1
John 4:8, “He that loveth not knoweth not God:;
for God is love.” This is not only a verb that says
God loves, but it is also a noun—"for God is love.”
If God lives in a person’s heart by conversion,
then they must love Him, for He is indwelt by
love. John said in 1 John 4.7, “Beloved, let us love
one another: for love is of God.”



































































